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Good morning.  Welcome to today’s hearing on improving drought monitoring and 

forecasting.  We have an excellent panel today to help us better understand drought 

and its impacts on society – and most importantly – what we can do to better 

prepare for and reduce those impacts.  Drought is a pernicious disaster; it can creep 

up on you in the form of pleasantly cloudless days, but once it has arrived it can 

destroy livelihoods, damage valuable ecosystems, and even threaten human health.  

NOAA estimates that we lose around 7 billion dollars each year to this slowly 

emergent, but devastating natural disaster.  Since we cannot manufacture more 

water, our best defense against this creeping threat is knowledge.  We must provide 

clear and accurate warnings of coming droughts so that we can seek appropriate 

solutions and take preventive actions, such as increased water conservation.  

Drought information should include enough details to make it useful to the people 

who work so hard to manage water resources and minimize the effects of drought 

on our daily lives.  The National Integrated Drought Information System Act seeks 

to provide just that kind of information.   

 I am glad that my colleagues, Ralph Hall and Mark Udall, have brought this 

issue to our attention with their bill. I am pleased to welcome Mr. Hall to join our 

subcommittee today and recognize him for a brief statement.  


